
MidAmerican offers  
a variety of financial 
incentives to builders, 
architects and  
customers when 
designing with energy 
efficiency in mind.

2009 Illinois Commercial New Construction Program



     Get your building 
        off to the right start 
   during design  
          and construction. 

The EnergyAdvantage® 
      Commercial New 
    Construction program 
   provides financial incentives to help building developers 
 and owners get their new or renovation building projects 
         started right by optimizing energy efficiency 
               strategies now, before construction begins.

Call 800-292-6448 today.

In addition to lowering building operating costs, the  
Commercial New Construction program adds significant 
investment value in the form of state-of-the-art, reliable  
and cost-effective building operating systems. To get 
these results, MidAmerican provides developers and 
owners and their design teams with energy design 
assistance services to study and test energy efficiency 
strategies. And the best part – MidAmerican’s energy 
design services are available at no cost to developers 
and owners. 
 

Program Requirements
 
All proposed new commercial buildings and building 
renovation projects are eligible for program incentives 
where MidAmerican delivers electricity and/or 
natural gas in its Illinois service territory and where 
MidAmerican accepts building projects after 
June 1, 2008, but before or at the onset of project 
design development. 
 
Proposed new commercial buildings or building  
renovation projects that are not enrolled in the  
Commercial New Construction program are eligible 
for EnergyAdvantage incentives through MidAmerican’s 
other nonresidential EnergyAdvantage programs: 
Heating and Cooling Equipment program; Lighting 
Equipment program; Motors & VSD program and 
Custom Systems program. Visit our Web site at  
www.midamericanenergy.com/illinois_business or call  
800-292-6448 for information about these programs.

Energy Design Phase
 
Participation in the MidAmerican Commercial New 
Construction program is as easy as following these  
five steps.
 
1.	�The design team or owner submits a Screening 

Form to prequalify the project. This should be  
done as early in the design process as possible.  
(A Screening Form is included as part of this  
brochure for your convenience.)

 
2.	�MidAmerican screens the project to verify that the 

project meets program guidelines.
 
3.	�If the project is accepted, MidAmerican’s energy  

design consultant facilitates a series of energy design 
assistance meetings with the design team that will 
develop optional energy conservation strategies and 
the estimated incremental costs of each strategy.

 
4.	�The energy design consultant provides a final 

energy design report to the owner and design team, 
describing implementation, energy savings and 
simple paybacks for the strategies.

 
5.	�The building owner and design team choose those 

strategies that will be incorporated into construction.
 



www.MIDAMERICANENERGY.com/illinois_ee

Types of Building Systems 
Analyzed in the Design  
Process Include the Following.
 
• Glazing systems
• Window layouts
• Daylighting controls
• Envelope systems
• Lighting controls and lighting designs
• Heating and cooling plant systems
• Load-responsive fan and pump motor controls
• Outside air control systems
 

Design Incentives
 
MidAmerican contracts with an independent energy 
design consultant to facilitate design team deliberations 
of various energy-saving strategies. MidAmerican 
also will pay a design team participation incentive 
fee to offset all or most of the design team members’ 
expenses associated with working with our consultant. 
The design team participation incentive fee is based on 
square footage as shown in the table to the right.
 
There is no requirement to keep extensive time and 
materials records. The design team simply submits 
completed construction documents to MidAmerican’s 
energy design consultant and then invoices 
MidAmerican for the design team fee. Upon receipt 
of the design team invoice, MidAmerican will send 
the incentive payment to the designated design team 
lead for distribution among the team participants.

Design Team 
Participation Incentives
 
 
	 Building Size (s.f.)	 Design Team Incentive	

	 < 5,000	 $2,000
	 10,000	 $2,400
	 20,000	 $2,900
	 30,000	 $3,300
	 40,000	 $3,800
	 50,000	 $6,000
	 100,000	 $7,000
	 150,000	 $8,000
	 200,000	  $9,000
	 250,000	 $10,000
	 300,000	 $11,000
	 350,000	 $12,000
	 400,000	 $13,000
 

Construction Phase
 
For projects 50,000 square feet or larger, 
MidAmerican’s energy design consultant will review 
the final construction documents to locate the energy 
design strategies the owner selected. A Construction 
Documents Report will identify the percent of 
achievement of the energy efficiency goal. The report 
gives the owner opportunity to make adjustments 
to the construction documents for energy strategies 
that were inadvertently omitted. In some instances, 
the owner may confirm originally selected strategies 
are no longer desired. This may result in a lower 
construction incentive than originally projected 
during the energy design phase. 

For projects less than 50,000 square feet, construction 
documents reviews are not performed. Instead, 
MidAmerican provides a list of design requirements 
necessary to achieve the energy efficiency goal and 
the full incentive. 

After completion of construction and building 
occupancy, MidAmerican’s consultant provides 
a final Verification Report. 



Construction Incentives
 
Construction incentives are paid to the building owner 
based on the electric and natural gas savings modeled 
and verified as installed by MidAmerican. A minimum 
energy savings of 5 percent better than ASHRAE 
90.1-2004 or the Illinois Energy Conservation Code 
are required for construction incentives to be awarded. 
Incentives are paid to the owner/developer upon 
receipt of the final energy verification report.

Construction incentives range from 5 cents per 
kilowatt-hour saved up to 14 cents per kilowatt-hour 
saved as illustrated in the Construction Incentives 
chart below. The program also includes construction 
incentives for natural gas energy conservation. 
Construction incentives are structured to help buy 
down the payback for the higher investment in 
high-efficiency strategies. However, incentives may 
not lower the simple payback of a project’s 
incremental cost below a one-year payback. 
For projects with long payback periods, the 

construction incentive formula may not reduce the 
incremental cost to one year. Additional financial 
incentives may be available for commercial buildings 
designed for occupancy by tenants not related to or 
affiliated with the building’s ownership.

Questions?
 
To see if your next commercial development qualifies for  
MidAmerican’s Commercial New Construction program,  
call MidAmerican at 800-292-6448.

DISCLAIMER: MidAmerican does not guarantee that installation and operation of energy-efficient equipment will result in reduced usage or in cost savings. The manner in which  
a customer uses and maintains energy-efficient equipment affects potential cost savings. MidAmerican makes no warranties, expressed or implied, with respect to any equipment  
purchased or installed, including, but not limited to, any warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. In no event shall MidAmerican be held liable for any 
incidental or consequential damages or injuries resulting from defective equipment or installation. MidAmerican reserves the right to cancel or change these programs at any time.  
MidAmerican’s acceptance of this application does not guarantee payment of rebate.

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

CONSTRUCTION INCENTIVES

	 $0.16_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$1.60

	 $0.14_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$1.40

	 $0.12_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$1.20

	 $0.10_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$1.00

	 $0.08_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$0.80

	 $0.06_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$0.60

	 $0.04_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$0.40

	 $0.02_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$0.20

	 $0.00_ ____________________________________________________________________________________$0.00

Percent savings from ASHRAE 90.1-2004 or the Illinois Energy Conservation Code
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2009 Illinois Commercial New Construction  
Screening Form

Project Information
Company name_______________________________________________________Contact name_________________________________
Service address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________ State_____________________ ZIP_________________________
Project name__________________________________________________________Building type__________________________________
Project location_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________ State_____________________ ZIP_________________________
Construction type:    �q  New    �q  Addition    �q  Retrofit/Renovation 	 Gas acct. #___________________________________
Project square footage_______________________________________	 Electric acct. #_________________________________

Design Firm Information
Architectural firm_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact name____________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Fax_____________________________________________________
Mechanical engineering firm_____________________________________________________________________________________
Contact name____________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Fax_____________________________________________________
Electrical engineering firm________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact name____________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Fax_____________________________________________________
Development company___________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact name____________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Fax_____________________________________________________
Owner’s representative___________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact name____________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Fax_____________________________________________________
Design/build firm_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact name____________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________ Fax_____________________________________________________

Project Schedule

Schematic Design Design Development Construction Documents Construction

Start date

Finish date

Design Consideration Options (willingness to consider energy-saving alternatives):

	 Very	 Somewhat	 Not at all		  Very	 Somewhat	 Not at all
Orientation/building layout	 q	 q	 q	 Daylighting	 q	 q	 q

Glazing type and window layout	 q	 q	 q	 Envelope alternatives	 q	 q	 q

Lighting controls	 q	 q	 q	 Lighting design	 q	 q	 q

HVAC efficiency	 q	 q	 q	 Load-responsive equipment	 q	 q	 q

Outside air control systems	 q	 q	 q	
Other items you are considering______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Primary contact_____________________________________________________________________________________________________   
Phone______________________________________________________________________________ Date___________________________

Please fax this form to MidAmerican at 563-333-8252. Call 800-292-6448 with questions.

Federal Tax Credits for Energy Efficiency
Consult your tax advisor for any applicable federal tax credit incentives available for installation of energy-efficient equipment.

	 For MidAmerican Use

	 Date received_______/_______/_______ Date approved_______/_______/_______  Equipment approved by_________________________________________________________________

	 Rebate amount ________________________________________________________ 

ATTENTION
Please photocopy this form and  

save the original for future use or  
download additional copies at  

www.midamericanenergy.com/illinois_cnc.



800-292-6448
www.MIDAMERICANENERGY.com/illinois_ee

0974810592


